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Synopsis 

Application Information 
Application Request: A public hearing to consider and take action on a request to vacate a 10 foot public utility easement 

located along the southwest lot line of Lot 1 of Highland Cove Estates Subdivision.  
Agenda Date:  Tuesday, September 29, 2020 
Applicant: Joby Shock 
File Number: EV2020-02 

Property Information 
Approximate Address: 2081 Ryan Circle, Ogden 
Project Area: 0.27 Acres 
Zoning: R-2 
Existing Land Use: Residential 
Proposed Land Use: Residential 
Parcel ID: 07-395-0001 
Township, Range, Section: T5N, R1W, Section 23, NW  

Adjacent Land Use 
North: Residential South: Residential 
East: Residential West:  Residential 

Staff Information 
Report Presenter: Scott Perkes 
 sperkes@co.weber.ut.us 
 801-399-8772 
Report Reviewer: SB 

Background and Summary 
The applicant has submitted a request to vacate the 10 foot public utility easement along the southwest property line of Lot 1 of 
Highland Cove Estates Subdivision. The purpose of the proposed vacation is to allow a detached garage to be located closer to the rear 
lot line, in accordance with the minimum rear yard setback for accessory buildings (1 foot). The applicant has submitted several letters 
from utility providers in the area that release claim to the subject easement (Questar, RMP, and Uintah Highlands Improvement 
District) (see Exhibits D, E, & F). The Weber County Engineering Department has submitted a review on this request indicating that 
they have no concerns with vacating the easement. With the surrounding area having been developed back in early to mid-1990s, 
potential future use of the existing easement is unlikely. As such, the public utility easement along the front property line is the only 
utility easement necessary on this lot.  

The applicant has proposed to vacate the public utility easement by ordinance. Under the state code, Section 17-27a-609.5, the 
legislative body may adopt an ordinance granting a petition to vacate some or all of a public street, right-of-way, or easement if the 
legislative body finds that: 

 (a) good cause exists for the vacation; and 

 (b) neither the public interest nor any person will be materially injured by the vacation. 

The following is staff's analysis of the vacation request.   

Analysis 
General Plan: Vacating this easement is not anticipated to have a negative effect on the Southeast Planning Area Comprehensive 
Land Use Master Plan (1971). 

Additional Consideration: The Highland Cove Estates Subdivision was recorded on March 11, 1992. During subdivision approval, the 
developer proposed to have 10 foot public utility easements on three sides of each corner lot in the subdivision for potential utility 
placement. However, utilities serving this lot and other adjacent lots on Ryan Circle were only placed within the easement that fronts 
the lot on Ryan Circle. Upon review, the public utility easements along the side and rear of this lot have been deemed unnecessary by 
the county review agencies. The county is unaware of any utilities within the easements that are proposed to be vacated.  

Notices have been provided as outlined in state code Section 17-27a-208. No responses from the surrounding public or other possibly 
affected entities have been received to date. 
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Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of the request to vacate the 10 foot public utility easement along the southwest property line of Lot 1 
within Highland Cove Estates Subdivision. This recommendation for approval is based on the following findings: 
 

1. Vacating the proposed easement will not have a negative effect on the Southeast Planning Area Comprehensive Land Use 
Master Plan.     

2. The public interest or any person will not be materially injured by the proposed vacation. 
3. The proposed vacation will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare. 
4. The proposed vacation will not deteriorate the environment of the general area so as to negatively impact surrounding 

properties and uses. 

Exhibits 
A. Vacation Application 
B. Highland Cove Estates Subdivision Plat (Recorded) 
C. Draft Vacation Ordinance 
D. Rocky Mountain Power Release Letter 
E. Questar Gas Release Letter 
F. Uintah Highland Improvement District Release Letter 

 
Area Map 
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ORDINANCE NO.          

 

AN ORDINANCE OF WEBER COUNTY VACATING 

 A TEN FOOT PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT 

 ON LOT 1 OF HIGHLAND COVE ESTATES SUBDIVISION 

 

 WHEREAS, [Joby & WF Megan Shock], the owner/s of Lot 1 of Highland Cove Estates 

Subdivision, has filed a petition to vacate a 10-foot wide public utility easement (“PUE”) located 

along the southwest property line of  Lot 1 of Highland Cove Estates Subdivision; and  

 

 WHEREAS, after providing proper public notice, a public hearing was held before the 

Weber County Commission on Tuesday, September 29, 2020, regarding the vacation of the PUE; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Weber County’s Engineering Department has been notified and has provided 

written approval of the vacation of the PUE; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Commission finds that good cause exists to vacate the PUE in that it will 

not substantially affect the 1971 South East Planning Area Master Plan and that neither the public 

interest nor any person will be materially injured; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of Weber County vacates the 

following: 

 

An existing ten-foot wide public utility easement located along the southwest 

property line of Lot 1 of Highland Cove Estates Subdivision, as platted and 

recorded in the Weber County Recorder’s Office. 

 

Adopted and ordered published this               day of                                              , 2020. 

 

       Weber County Commission 

 

    

 By_________________________________ 

 Gage Froerer, Chair  

 

Commissioner Froerer    Voted   

Commissioner Harvey    Voted___________ 

Commissioner Jenkins    Voted   

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Ricky Hatch, CPA  

Weber County Clerk  
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